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NOTE ON PHOSPHATE AVAILABILITY AFTERI
GUATEMALA GRAss | ‘ ‘
o "
F. Haworth

On one of the St. Coombs expcnmcntai clearings, whu:h had becn updcr
Guatemala grass for a %cnod of two years, it was found thaton runmnng the grass
Itmnnposaiblctocna Ishlegummousgreenmanumqmckly 3

The rapzd:' I:Atablu;hfncnt of a good cover of | gret:n manure. bushes is usmual

| aﬁcrmovmgthcgrmtopmentundueheaungafthcsodbyexposu.rctostmng"

The mble way traced eventually to lack of available phosphate in the:soil. -
Smce the grdss had recejved very considerable amomts of mixed fertilizer during:its

" two ears of growth it-would a that all the available phosphate in.the suxl had

beentakenupbythegrman tored in the leaves and- roots.

Consequently it secms advisable, when pianting green crops, in areas thchI,
havc be¢n rested weder Cuntemala grass, to supply adequate anl‘i?:unts of inorganic
marnures to ensure good cstabhshmtnt Prohaﬁly ‘the best way of applying tlie
manure, to minimise weed growth, is o draw two paralle] drills, some 3 inches apart,
placing the seeds in one drill and the manure mixture in the other. A sans!‘actory
mnummmtureforthmpurposc wouldbe — . _

: Snlphate oi'ammoma ‘—. 3 parts
B ’ﬁ Supu-phosp!mte (20%)  ~—. -2 parts
fls Munatc ofpotash (50% ) —. . 1 par,

apphcd at a rate of 1ewt. per acre.
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