
Although ,-.the 'v.jn,~_' 0.£ .. ooyer 
crops in ,sqil feitUltS;~!11~g~t a,re 
well known, thp·bi:pe,fit.,thllt"·~9U-Id 
accrue by the 'lldoptioo9f' diissound 
agronomic practi~ -.'-, -is -' not fully 
exploited. 

Cover crops are-gr~ to,pro.~l 
particularly 'tl)¢ ,top 's9ilagafust 
erosion, ameliorate· 'spil '.' structure, 

enhance soil fertility and - suppress 
weeds. These can play an important 
role in 'sustainable. ,agriculture as it 
iroproves the sOil aggregation, 
increases infiltration capacity and 
hence decreases risk, ot riJn ofT. 
Cover crops contr6lwtedsthrough 
competi~on, al1eioPathy and/or 
physicai effect. " " ' " . 

In teapiantationS.cover crops are 
mainly grown dUrIng the !lew clearing 
(voung tea) sta~. The soil is 
cxposeddurin$@iperiO(i and cover 
cropsp~.yidei anlld~uate ground 
cover until the~tell,is brought into 
pluc~ in l8"Z4., ~s. Cover 
crops coulda~9.~w.wn in vacant 
areas in rna@'C"~ _ embankments 
aIld roIId si4esinteilpilllltations. 

At presem;'several leguminous 
species are used ,as caver' Cf\lPs; 
among them,them()St C9QUnOI1 
species are DesmorJiiim . (JVQlifolium 
and Styloscmthus qrQcilis.. Difficulty 
in establishment, _ coMpetition for 
moisture during dry periodS. _non­
availability ofplaniing materials and 
lac:k of suital:)le speCieS are sOme 
causes for, th,e riOn-BAiOptionof. the 
practice widely. ' __ The TRI, has 
screened seve1'al' ~eS provided by 
the CIA T (Centro .lnte@ationa1 de 
Agricqltura troplC8l)~ Colonibia. 
Among these. ArQc"hisplntolt was the 
most pronnsing.Thi~isa legume 
and the plant reseinbles. 8!ourul nut 
(fi.rQchis hypogea). However, in 
contrast tOgroUl1d nut, it has a 
prostJ:llte gro~blt~i!. The flO»'C"S 
are sterile and vellQW in colour. This 
species is proPagllt~ \'egetativelyby 
nodal . cutting$. Cutting with 3-4 
nodes are suitab\eJor planting _and in 
young tea tit!' .~ sho~ld be 
planted in the middle of inter-rows at 
a spacing o( 30-45 em (12"-18"). 
Observations to date indicate that it 
does not compete with tea for 
moisture during dQ.' periods and also 
lliat .it does not climb on. the tea ar.d 
encircle it: EaSe iri.estliblishment and 
the ability for JastsPreading even in 
degrllded lands .. ,are the other 
advantageS. Observations have 
Sho~n that there is a 'large number of 
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active root nodules. ArQchts 'pintoll 
was fouOd to be a non-host for root 
nematodes. Arachis Pintoil could, 
therefore, be considered a versatile 
cover crop for degraded tea lands. 

Cutting of this species (for 
multiplication PUIpQSC5) could be 
collected frOID the TRI sub-station, 
Hantane. 
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