FOOD PRODUGTION ON ESTATES

ROLAND V. NORRIS Dol

As readers are already aware, under

to the syndlcate wouLd be calculated .as

the terms of the Food Production Order shown below :— - .

(Estates) all estates over 35 acres in extent
are now required to assist in the prodvetion
of food by placing under cultivation with
fotxl crops an area of land proportionate to
the cultivated area of the estate. By culii-
vated ares is meant the area under the per-
manent crop. In this connection it Is under-
stood that recently planted or cleared areas
will be treated as land not under permanent
cultivation. The proportion to be culti-
vated depends on the nature of the land
10 be utilised. Thus in the case of tea
estates if the food crop is grown inter-
planted with the tea the proportion is 24
per cent, which is reduced to 12 per cent.
if land outside the tea and wholly planted
up with food crops is utilised. Land which
has been handed over by Estate Proprietors
for cultivation by villagers may be regarded
as forming part of the prescribed percentage
provided that the rental charged does not
_gxceed 10 eems per. acre per annum &nd
that the area is platited up with the crops
specified in paragraph 2 of the Order,
Sinﬁlarly 1abourem gavdens form part of
the vequired area if they likewise compiy
with the latter conditions.

As "an alternative estaien my combine

to form syndicates to acquire land in other

~miore suitable areak, e.g., under severai of
the new jrrigation schemes, for food pro-
duction purposes, In this case the estate
must contribute-to the syndicate a sum not
‘less than Ra. 10 per planted area of the
estate and the syndieate must be approved
by the Minister. A combination of the
above methods may of course be adopted.
-In such a case the sum to be contributed

fa} Cultivated area of estate {say)=
1,000 acres tea.

{b) Aiea cultivable in foodst.uﬁs (if
grown out of the tea) =120 acres.

{e) 1If the estate cultivates in foodstuffs
70 acres, the balance cultivable
=50 acres., v

(d) The 50 acres iz in respect of
50 x }-gg..filﬁsﬁ acres of culti-
vated land.

fe} The sum to be ccnmhuted by. the
estate to the syndicate would
therefore be 418868 x 10 =

Rs. 4,188.60.

In calculating the area to be cultivated
allowances will also be p‘amed to estates
producing fruit or maintaining cattle, pou! §
try, pigs or other livestock contributing to
the production of food. Atthemomeatﬁm
extent ‘of the ailpwance® to be made for
such stock has not been finally determined
and it is probable a small panel will be set -
up to adjudicate on such claims. Any appli-.
cation for an allowance under this head
should be made at an early date to the
Land Onmmmsiomr

. Paragraph 2 of the Orde: givea a lisd
of the foodstuffs which are approved under
the Order but other varieties may be added
to the list by the Minister and it is likely
such additions will in fact be made. The
most notable omission from the list is green .
‘vegetables and many enquiries on this
point have been received. The matter has

+Allowances for stock have since been fixed —Ed,




e e

N

h

N - B . N
2.: T P

already been under consideration and it is
likely that estates in areas which offer
spécial difficulties in regard to other form
of food crops wiil be permitted to cultivate
vegetables to the extent of 25 per cent of
the prescribed area.

- Under Paragraph 4 of the Order the
Minister or any officer acting under his
fnstructions may specify the description of
foodstuffs which must be cultivated by any
particular estate. It is unlikely, however,
that action will be taken under this section
unless experience shows jthat an excess of
any one crop is being produced to the detri-
ment of other varieties.

Considerable doubts have been
expressed in many quarters as to the feasi-
bility of producing food crops by interplant-
ing these with our permanent crops such
as tea, rubber and coconut. Everyone how-
ever will recognise the urgent necessity,
having regard to the general food position
of the Island and the possibility of further
restriction of imports of foodstuffs, of increa-
sing by every means possible the amount
of food produced in Ceylon. The need for
such action is fully appreciated by Prop-

rietors and Agency Firms and it may be
taken for granted that Superintendents will

co-operate in the fullest possible manner.

‘While the economic aspect must témpo-

tarily receive less consideration than would

be the case in normal times; it is neverthe- .
. leas true that what is required is food and

not merely unproductive cultivation of large
areas of land. From this point of view it
can. hardly be disputed that the cultivation
of areas outside estates under suitable con-
ditions of climate and fertility and with
facilities for irrigation is likely to produce
far greater practical results t.han the inter-
plantmg of possibly larger areas on estates
often in districts which, due either to eleva-
tion or excessive rainfall, are really unsuit-
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“able for many varieties of crops, particularly

grain crops. The possibility of forming
syndicates for the development of land in
suitable areas under irrigation schemes
therefore demands the closest and most
careful examination. It is not impossible
that Government may offer some financial
inducement to encourage- estates in such
schemes, possibly . by compensating them
to some extent when the areas are ult-
mately restored to Government for the
expenditure incurred in development The
chief practical difficulty at the moment
however seéms to be the guestion of labour,
Estates generally have no surplus of labour
at the present time and there are in any
case difficulties in transferring labour from
up-country to undeveloped areas with
inadequate facilities for housing and un-
satisfactory health conditions.

We may now pass on to consider the
general organisation of food production
work or estates. A Central Co-ordinating
Compmittee has been set up under the Chait-
manship. of the Deputy Director ‘of Agricul-
ture and including the Food Production
Ofticer (Estates) and the Directors of the
three Research Institutes. The functions
of this Committee, which is advisory to the
Director of Agriculture, is to co}lect as
rapidly as possible all possible information
in .regard to the varieties of foodstuffs
which can possibly be grown in different
areas, the methods and times of planting
and the type of cultivation required and
to disseminate such information to estates
by the issue of frequent circulars. The
Committee will likewise investigate and
advise in regard to the storage and utilisa-
tion of the crops produced and the damage
which may be caused by pests and diseases.
The Committee will aiso act in an advisory
tapacity in regard to possible amendments
which may be required from time to time
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 to the F'ood Production Order as wtpe;-ience ‘

on food p‘foduction is accumulated
"I‘b assiht-thé tee in gequiring
the negessary mformatian -all  District

[ Planters’ Associations have been asked to

form local food pmdw:tion committees. 1t
I3 sugpested these' should not nécessarily
~be.gonfinzd to planters but shonld, if avail-
~ ablé, include others who may have special
{ocal knowledge or experience in reégard to
" foosd production. . Such: commiittees shouid
be-in g position - to- ‘collect’ information
- rapidly in regard to the work in their pwn
areas, to bring to notice any special difficul-
ties that muy arise, to suggest additional
food crops considered suitable for trial and
- to indicate partieular teas which might be

adepted as special observatfon areas from

which reliable data can be obtained as to -

}  what can be arhieved and what may be

impossible - in distrlcts under diﬂerent..

climatic conditions: .- . .- .

- Teassxstsudlwrpnntteesuispmposed
 *-that technical officers from the Department

of . Agrictilture of the Research Tdstitutes
. ‘shoild be attached to them to act 4s Haison
- Officers and t0 make such advisory. vislis

todistriets as'may be found necessary. .To
make this possible the Board of the Tea
. ‘Research Institute has decided that with
b the exception of the permanent field experi-
' ments, 'work on food production is to take
| precedence over other -prdblems .and as
§ nmuch time as possible of the staft will be
- devotied to food praduction.  Trialy of diffe- |
i _rent crops will of conrse. be made on
. ‘St. Coombs Estate, :

“To_ adsist further in obtmnlng the
. required information from estates in regard
40 the success. or faflure of their efforts to
[ produce faod it will. probably -be necessary
¥ to call for quaxeerly returns ffom estates.
- Thege reports will be in a simple forin invol-
! " ving as little trouble as ‘possible to Superin-
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tenderits in filling them up. Data however
ére required concerning the acreages of the
different crops planted, their manner of
“growth, maturing' peried and yield under
different. climgtic conditions. Such infor-
matioh will assist materially in organising
inspectional and advisory work. In this
connection it should be mentionea that in
order to reduce mileage and {ime in visiting
districts, -such districts will be divided
‘amongst -the avatlable staff of: the Depart-
ment of Agriculture and the Research Insti-
‘tutes on a geographical basis and in certain
areas thereéfore tea estates. in: régard to
food ‘production, will come under the
general supervigion of officers other than
those of the Tea Research Institute and
vice verss. .

. To pass to more techmeal mntters an
advisoiy cirenlar. drawn up by the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in consultation with the -
Staff of the Tea Research Institute, and
dealing with the growth of crops in pruned
tea, hds  already. been" issued.to all tea
- estates. . {Leaflet Ne. .192. (Food Preduc-
-tion Leaflet ‘No. 13) of the Pepartment of

Agriculture.} - It will be-recognised that
‘the initial difficulty to be faced fs that
‘Httle or no experienee is ayailable in regard
‘to ‘the growing of food crops at the higher
-elevations and especially when interplanted
‘with tea, The recommendations in the above
leaflet have necessarily therefore had to be
‘based almost entirely on general principies
and it is for this reason that the importance
'of retelving ag carly as possible information
from estates as to the results achieved has -
already been stressed. This. will enable
the recommendaﬁons made to_be amended
; 28 found necessary and: additiona) advice to
be given. Leaflet No. 192 does not deal
with root crops in regard to which there was
at first some doubt as to the feasibility of
growing them in tea. Experimental evid-
ence from the culuvauon expenmehts at St

oy
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Coombs indicates however that it is unlikely

that such crops will have an unduly detri-
meéntal effect on the tea and the recommen-
dation is that they should therefore be tried.
In the wetter areas it is indeed likely that
i the  South West. Monsoon period they

- may prove to be the crop of most import-

ance and this applies particularly to sweet
potatoes and to a less extent to manioc.
A leaflet dealing with these crops will
shortly be issued ; meantime some details
in regard to their production will be found
in Food Production Leaflets Nos. 11 and 12
of the Department of Agriculture,

. Leaflet No. 192 has already been issued
to all estates and it is unnecessary there-
fore to go over the same ground again.
Attention however is drawn to the time
factor imposed by the short Interval, parti-
cularly in the low-country, between the
time of pruning and the period when the tea
on recovery may begin to interfere with the
food craop. Careful planning in regard to
the arrangement of pruning and cultivation
programmes is therefore - necessitated as

-also attention at lower elevationa to the

type of pruning. Recomunendations in
regard tothesepomtsa:remadein the
leaflet. . The importance of manuring the
food crop and the methods of carrying this
out aré also indicsted.. In this copnection

it"seens likely difficulties will be encount-

-ered owing to restrictions on transport faci-
lities delaying the delivery of fertilisers to
-ehtates. - In the casa of cereat cropy espe-
clally, this delay may have a detrimental
effect as such ¢rops take upa large propor-
tion of their nitrogen in the early stages of

" growth. The Co-ordinating Committee has
taken up the ‘question of fertiliser supplies ‘

wit.h the Authorities concerned but in face

of military demands on the railwsy, deli-

veries , must necessarily be somewhat
uncertam

Every effort should therefore be made
to make use of all available cattle manure
and waste materials which should when
necessary be composted. This will apply
likewige to the residues from the crops
produced

Leaflet No. 192 deals with foodcrops in
pruned tea: In developing uncuitivated
land for food production it is necessary to
stress the urgent necessity for opening such
tand on sound agricultural principles with
special attention to the question of soil con-
servation. If this be done, the fertility of
such areas will be maintained and they may
well prove suitable at a later date for plant-
ing in tea. In connection with the conser-
vation of goil fertility it will be esgential
to see that a proper crop rotation is adopted.
Attempts to raise the same ¢rop on any
one area in successive cropping seasons will
inevitably result not only in a failure to
secure reasonable yields bui also in a rapid
deterioration of thq area so treated.

* A word must be said in regard to the
storagé of the crops which it is hoped will
be produced.” Many of these are subject
‘to rapid deterioration on storage and this
‘question is already being dealt with by the
Co-ordinating Committee. This applies
also to the question of the best utilisation
of such crops as manioc and sweet potato,
It is hoped that information on such points
-will be available at a relatively early date
and all information obtained will of coyrse
be -pagsed on to estaies in further leaflets.
“The  question of exchange of ' produce
between different areas is also being
examined. A

Some dimculty, chiefly in regard 10
transport, has been experienced in obtaﬂﬂﬁg"
the necessary supply of seed for estatéxiisk
Orders for theseé were placed at an eaa'iy
date by the Department of Agriculture and

;
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supphlas afe now coxhing forvard, and it 15_
hoped; ‘there will be nd undiie delay in meet-
fng éstate reqmrements Enqun-ies on this
qlestion should bé directed to the ﬁlrector
of Agrldulture ESeed msmhuuon) Pera-’
den!ya R

In conclusmn, it must again be sl:essed
he repetmon of mmtak&i can be
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aVOlded and more ' rapid progress ac‘hieved
orily by 'a pooling-ofali available informa-
tion. It is hoped therefore that Sipérin-
tendents will .co-operate in.this diréction
and make generatly avdilable. either through -
their. District ‘Food - Committees ior their
Research Ipstitute, ell possible information
they may gam in their food production
“ﬁorts. Lo HI
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