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(h) More frequent lopping of medium 

shade to take full advantage of all 
dry periods, thinning of high shade 
wjhere necessary, and increased us? 
of green manures with a view to 
avoiding any reduction in the 
amount of green stuff available for 
incorporation at forking time. 

(i) Regular spraying, prior to and 
during weather favourable to the 
disease, of nurseries and of young 
clearings, temporary spraying of 
young pruned fields if recovering 
in wet seasons, and possibly of 
supplies, provided that tests to 
ascertain costs per acre under local 
conditions have indicated that it 
will be worth while. 

(j) Avoidance of excessive applications 
of fungicides, i.e., to old leaves, or 
in sufficient quantity to lead to 
"drip," especially in nurseries. 

(k) Selection of clones for resistance to 
blister blight. -

, . There is n r one measure. thaUwiil give 
complete protection ; only a judicious use„of 
all these measures can be expected to reduce 
the effect of the disease to the minimum 
feasible at an economic cost. To this end, 
facing the unpleasant fact that the minimum 
may still in some cases be uncomfortably 
large, the agriculturist must adapt his 
measures. On our part, our search for new 
imes of attack on the disease, and for new 
end cheaper methods of control, will, we'can 
promise, continue to be vigorously pressed 
forward. 

AN INTERIM REPORT ON BLISTER BLIGHT 

SITUATION FOR THE INFORMATION OF 

AGENCY HOUSES 

(Reprinted for Information) 

A short communique has already been 
issued to the Press, of which the following 

. 1 3 -&n amplification ' . 
Since the beginning of the' present 

week a sharp increase in the amount of 
infection On young growth has occurred on 
tea situated at elevations of 3,000 feet and 
above in localities where mist or rain has 
been experienecd to any considerable 
extent recently. The badly infected areas 
are "often sharply localised in * accordance 
with the mist distribution,, but there is 1 in 
addition a general, though less serious, 
increase in other areas. 

The Institute has advised - all estates 
above 1,500 feet to concentrate as large 
a proportion ae possible of the --annual 
pruning programme into periods which will 
cause recovery from pruning, between bud­
break and tipping, to occur in dry weather. 
The extent to which s u c h : a policy is 
adopted, in spite of its practical disadvan­
tages, naturally depends upon the extent of 
the loss from blister blight that is feared 

There has been a general effort to. 
adjust pruning programmes to- meet the 
novel conditions that result from the pre­
sence of the'blister blight disease. Never-
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theless, the sharpness of the recent rise in 
infestation underlines the very serious 
potentialities of the disease. The Institute 
therefore desires once again to draw the 
attention of those interested, who have not 
as yet taken steps to avoid wet weather 
recovery from pruning, to the serious risks 
that are being run. , 

»Ai,<.ds of tea are at present to be seen 
c being clean pruned in the "up-country wet 

zone G i d e by side wi th badly affected first 
year fields. Unl ike fields that have already 
reached the tipping stage, such areas may 
sutler from the death of young buds as they 
develop on the pruned frame. I f this 
occurs, crop wi l l be lost for months, rather 
than weeks. 

A t lower elevations, where the monsoon 
rains are regularly punctuated at intervals 
of a few days by periods of bright hot sun, 
the risks may not prove as great as in 
wetter districts, provided shade is kept in 
strict control by frequent lopping. . 

I t is therefore recommended that all 
programmes which still involve wet 
weather pruning be subjected to repeated 
review. The advantages of granting a wide 
local discretion in delaying pruning, or 
altering the programme of field work at 
short notice, wi l l be very apparent. 

Concentration of the pruning ^pro­
gramme demands a Far higher number of 
pruners than normal, and attention is 
drawn to the possibility of using learners 

-for light pruning where,a temporarily lower 
standard of work might be accepted 

The type of pruning to be adopted has 
been discussed elsewhere (Tea Quarterly. 
Vol. X I X , Part I , May 1947, pages 23-2S) 
but two points require amplification. 
Firstly, lung pruning is desirable, at least 
at elevations below 3,000 feet, the lungs 
being cut back at tipping t ime at or above 
the tipping level and care being taken that 
some leaf is left on the pruned lung branch. 

Secondly, in those cases where some wet 
weather pruning is inevitable, the risks 
involved could be materially reduced by 
adopting the policy, as a temporary expe­
dient, of skiffing twice in a cycle. For 
example, a field which must unavoidably 
be pruned in July 1947 wOuld be skiffed, on 
the slope, at a height in the centre of the 
bush o f . l In.-..\o 14 ins. above the tipping 
joint, the cuts being rather above this on 
the upper side.and b e A v it on the lower. 
The slope is intenoW to facilitate the 
thorough removal of :he numerous soft ban-
jis which are produced for about 3 rounds 
just after the bush comes into plucking, a 
process which is essential if yield is to be 
maintained. Plucking should be close, and 
commenced immediately leaf appears on the 
skiffed surface. I t is desirable, if possible, 
to plan in advance for adequate labour to 
be available to deal promptly w i th the 
"banji" rounds. The second skiffing of 
such a field might be carried out 15 or 21 
months later in order to avoid interference 
wi th the normal dry weather pruning pro­
gramme of December-January, 1948-49. 

I f the estate programme permits, a 
higher skiff might be given as a temporary 
measure to extend the cycle. I n neither 
case should small branches below the. 
pruning level be cleaned out. 

T h e importance of choosing fields for 
such treatment that have an eastern aspect, 
controllable types of shade, and are not 
situated in â  mist.belt, requires no further 
•emphasis, T 

This note is intended not to create 
alarm, which is essentially unproductive, 
but to underline and .extend advice already 
given on the subject of the modification of 
cultural practices' to meet the existing 
situation. 

( S g d j F. R. TUBBS. ' 
(Sgd.) Roland V . Norris, Director, 
Tea Research Institute of Ceylon, St. Coombs 
Talawakelle, 27th June, 1947. 
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AFTERNOTES 

(1) Copies of this Memorandum were 
sent to all district and sub-district P.A.'s. 

(2) A t elevations above 3,000 feet large 
upright branches left as lungs wi l l , it 
allowed to grow freely, compete wi th the 
growth of the tippings shoots in the centre 
of .the -bush. .Large .ungs• xa'e Quite. Un­

necessary at high elevations, and the 
"fringe" branches referred to in the Confer­
ence Proceedings are quite sufficient. 

(3) Tipping is not, of course, carried 
out after a cut-across .such as that discussed 
above, the new shoots being plucked to one 
leaf, i f the first pluckings are at all late, 
panjis will" form and crop be lost."" " " " 

A LEAF DISEASE OF TEA NEW TO CEYLON 

F. R. TUBBS 

[Text of a lecture delivered to the 
Pusseilawa Planters' Association 
on 11th November, 1946. Advice 
subsequently modified is marked 
with an asterisk. The paper is 
published to illustrate,'by compari­
son wi th other articles i n this 

• number of the Tea Quarterly- the 
refinement in the application of 
agricultural control measures that 
has resulted from experience. 
Only by continued careful adap-

- tation, of the field programme 
to local conditions wi l l still 
further - progress be made, except 

„ in so far as fundamental research 
• ; ' may..-, open, . t i p h i t h e r t o unsus-^ 

pected lines of attack upon 
the fungus.] ' 

' „ -INTRODUCTION 
W i t h your Chairman's permission, I am 

taking this opportunity to describe to you 
a leaf disease of tea that has recently, 
occurred in the Dolosbage and Pusseilawa 
areas and which is new to Ceylon. I wish 
to emphasise that much of the available 
information upon the disease is derived 

from experience in other countries. I n 
other words we are as yet necessarily ig­
norant of the details of the behaviour to be 
expected from it under Ceylon conditions. 

NORTH INDIAN BLISTER BLIGHT 
Some of you may be" acquainted w i t h ' 

the so-called "Blister Blight" of tea in North 
India. This disease has been known on tea 
since 1858 and, though at times it has 
caused alarm and consternation, i t may be 
noted that the Assam and Darjeeling tea 
industries still survive. The causal fungus 
in North India is Exohasulium vexans. 
Unti l this year, this disease had .not been 
reported from either South India or Ceylon. 
In the last fortnight, however,. we have.. 

.received inform a tion^of ffis presence, in the -
Annamallai district of S. India, whi le speci­
mens exhibiting typical symptoms have 
been received from one estate in the Dolos^ 
bage area, and one in the Pusseilawa area. 
I t is not, as yet, certain whether the causal 
fungus is identical w i th the North Indian 
species.* 

SYMPTOMS 
T h e symptoms referred to render 

affected bushes very conspicuous in the 




