
I . KILLER ANT IN DENIVAYA . ~ 

. ;., One killer insect of tea, aninl;' 
has draWn our attention. . . 
.;. -:rite TRI hasideutified . the 

. Species . as AcropJ$Q acu.t.tVtlltd.; 
-Roger ' (Hymenoptera: . Foiwi~i~';: 
f9l'lJlicinae). Bush;~I~~A~e ~ 
its' i¢tivity is so far cppfill.e4 J o.: 
Deniyaya. Indol!!. BII~~ 
J?j~ . KQsnilgoda,_ ..... ~: 

, A,I!i,p8lildt:niya in. ¥~al( Ko!jl.~. 
. (=Deniyaya) . . C8SU:Iltiesstart widl~ 
few bushes and spread inanl(ijat 
manner. ., 
. A.acutivelltris has been m:orded' 

from Sri Lanka, Westm ludill,' 
Myanmar (Burma) and Nicobai 
Islands. 

The ant nests iJndcrgroUnd (F,ig. 
1-4). Tht: m:til isa ruinificiil.iun .~ ti( 
tlinnels imdemeath' tea .buSh¢S 'lUI4 
othertr'eCs and thetimnelsopen ict 
the surfaccof theii:oUndatthe biisC' 
of the tea bush. . , 

The Colony col1,lpriseswofk.erS: 

(Fig. I~ 1 0). the egg .laying femaJe 
and in81e.. At lIllY given time. a Dest 
mav also contain the immature 

. mages i.e., · eggs, larvae, pupal 
cocoons (Fig.l-ll, b.c.d). One 
colOJiy nuiy bave several egg laying 
females, The males die after the 
matingflighl . One colony can 
cixpandliDderground covering a large 
.tor !aitd 'before new colonies 

,~ (~by winged fonns. 
~,worker~and the egg laying 

fqe ~ ate .dei:p brownish yellow 
9rreddisb yellow aD oy~r with 
,two p';'~t jet-blac:keyes. The 
Worker is about 4.0-5.5 rom long and 
a . colonv' haS worlcers of different 
!lius, ~ch perfomiing a different 
function. The egg laying females ~ 
are about 6.5 nun long. 

Very occasi!l'1ally, other 
veget8tion can pose a problem to tea 
as " in this case. The antis 
s~biotkaUy associated with a 
Species (;f root feecliDg "bug" (Fig. 
I,9).TU1U1eIs of the ant nest follow 
~rO,Ots(Fig. 1-5 to 7) o(the other 
p~ . .o::ig. I·2) on wbichtl!e "bug" 
J~ mg· 1- 8). The ant feeds on 
~c .. :ljoney dew c:xc:rc=d by .the 
':bug". Also. it stores colODics of the 
"\I8~)n its nmnels in order t() 
.s.Uj)plement the diet of its adults and 
IlitVaC. 
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' Tbefood plants. of the ''bug" 
-inClUde Jack, MangO. " Coffee. 
C<x:onut, Kitul Palin, . Arecanitt, 
Anthunum, Banana :andGuatemala 
grass . . The ant traIISpOrtstbe "bug" 
to new feCding sites from time to 
time. 

the ,damage totes is two-fold 
'PUSt, . the ant feeds on the. rootS of 
-tI:!C u;a ·plant. SeCond, due . to its 
.Desting seth'1ty , the feeder roots are 
~ to air pOckets of the tunncls 
aDdthey'diC due to dehydration. 

. TbClnstitute can report on 
control aspects, III this stage; as 
follows: 

Carbaryl. a catbamate having 
contact and stomach poison action. 
usCd at a dilution of 1;5 &. of 85"/0 
wr form~ationin 'I lit.re-of water 
per b!lsh, could . be app~ed as a 

Fig. 1 

drench at the base of the affected tea 
bush., One application can bring 
about total eradication of the "bug" 
and about 90"10 mortality of the ants. 
A second ' or third application at 2-
week intervals can eradiC81C the ant 
colonies totally. The "bug" does not 
survive in the absence of the ant. 
Thus. eradication of the ant in its 
own uest is adequate to manage the 
problem. 

However, in the case of lands 
a1ready widl, infestation pockets, it is 
necessary tokCep Vigilance for fresh 
outbreaks and treat them at 
detection. 
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