
I HEDGE ROWS FOR MACHINES I 
The possibility of adopting a 

planting system which could generate 
higher production than . tiuuugb 
conventional spacing is a ~ of 
immediate intt:n:st to the planting 
community. 

In our view, two modifications are 
possible • dome and pyramid shaped 
plucking surface. A dome shaped 
plucking surface could be achieved by 
modifying the system of planting. In 
this system, planting is done in 
double rows, arranged in a triangular 
manner, c:ommonlyknown as "hedge 
rows". The spacing between double 
rows and spacing between plants may 
vary from 45 • 60 em (18" • 24") 
between plants and 150 em (5') 

. between two hedge rows as shown 
below: 
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Training of the bush, frame 
developmeut and subsequent pruning 
in the system should be modified in 
order to get the required dome shaped 
plucking surface. Compared to 
conventional system, the area of the 
total plucking surface in the hedge 
row system is relatively larger. In 
addition, the space between two 
hedge rows may be used as a path for 
the plucker to harvest the shoots on 
both halves of the dome shaped 
hedges facing the inter raw. 

The dome shaped plucking smface 
facilitates mechanical harvesting 
either with ,shears or machines. 
Unlike in the conventional system, 
there is comparative ease in the 
movement of the opt'Z8tor (Plucker) 
carryins the basket, shear or machine. 
As a result, efficiency of the operator 
is enhanced 

The total stand per hectare is 
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higher in the hedgerow . system 
compared to then01'lll8.l systCin of 
planting. The '~' in the· plant 
population isin, the~on of 15· , 
20%. Asa ,result,. h1~ ' yieldS. than 
in the nonnal~stefil~' be 
expectedfrOmhe<s~ row.$Vstek. ' 

The . ,~tionro.;" lrioi$ture 
dw:ing ,~ Piio$' wliich' causes 
stress in plantS 'is o.ieo£ dlemam 
limitations in ~~9~~lri, i1tere " 
. are higher n~ber ; of ! c;aJiSalitiesin 

, =SYS~J:P!~~'th~= 
Therefore, cl~~ : "Yith '~8ht 
resistance andereC:(.' 'sr~ , ,~llits 
shol,lld be selccte4, orC)( , h~~ " I'OW 
planting. In ' additiOn;. :,tbere : is a 
higher input requircniei)t.parti~· , 
applicd fertilii.cr in" Vi~' <if ,higher 
munber of plailisthan the ' 1lQtriuil 
system. 

The gap betWeen. twO hedge rows, ' 
the lane beiween,.heidges , ' though 
Useful for ~~;ofuie::opetati6n, . 1s 
exposed. As;a:~ult.thCreooUrdbe 
higher, w=t JfG~ '~in' steq, 
landS It coulcJ.;~su"jecHo ,ercision, 
rela~ive to thC':Ji0iin8fmtcm 'Where 
the ground~~fi.ini.~.~~ .:~ :ro 
overcome t1$: · ;P~~!=I.n. · asuitab)e " 
cover c;rop ~h :~ ':4rachispin~oii 
could be establi"shCdinbetWeeri two 

?3:.1:~~J 
~tly .sloping"'t~;1(n(ij:"JI()wever. 
th~ hedge roW., ~i.t~i:~ ,g.Qt 'be 
feasible ,in dr(IiljI}t 'Pton~ :.~> or 
landS with low soU filoiStui'c~ion 
capacity, 


